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DEPARTMENT NEWS
SYMBALOO!
One of the newest addifions To the website is Symballoo!
This is a collection of links that take you to websites
commonly used by us elementary teachers. 1T am
currently working on one for students (K-2) and
elementary parents. You are more than welcome to
pass qlong The link to qngonel

http baloo.conv artmentof primaryed
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NWEA (MAP) Test Prep

NWEA Practice Test

CALLING ALL BLOGGERS

The main Concept Schools website is starting a hew
sfudent blogging initiativel We are looking for student
bloggers to share their perspective, explore their
credfive writing, and engage our community online.
Concept Schools is offering students a $100 gift card
for every student who gets their entry published on the
main website. We are dlso considering potential rewards
for you teachers that help them reach this success and
student rewards for adding to our page.

Practice Questions

A blog post can look different for younger elementary
students. They can draw a picture and write a caption or
post a video.

See here for more details:

http//concept elementaryblogspot. com/?view=shapshot Practice Computer/Tablet Skills
If you and/or your students would like To participate, you

can reach ouf to Don Shanahan (Director of Upper

Elementary) at shanahan @conceptschools.org.
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What's the Deal with Sight Words?1?

By Jennifer Sajovec

Did you know that Dr. Seuss wrote Green Lggs and fiam on
a bet? When Theodore Geisel (Dr. Seuss) wrate The Cat in
the Hat, he fried to include as many “sight words” &s he
could buf stil make the text fun and engaging. Then, his
publisher bet him that he could not comelete an entire book
using Jusf 50 words (most being sight words.) Dr. Seuss did
Just that using exactly 50 of the most popular vocabulary
words for early rea

hitp //www todayifoundout o 05/dr-seuss-wrote-green-eggs-and-ham-on-a-bet-that-he-

couldnt-write-a-book-with-5

Call them what you wart (Doleh words, Fry Words, High
Frequency Words or Sight Words), these very simple words
make up about 50-75% of all the words in any chidren’s fext

In ofher words, they are called High [ requency Words
because they make up most of what our students read and
write!

Here are some tips on how fo get sfudents fo learn,
memorize and use Sight Words!

WORD WALL
Do you just sfick words up at the beginning of the school
year and hope sfudents use this resource? Do you find
many students stil don't look? Try making your Word Wall
nteractive!
Only posf words once they have been explicily
taught fo the whole group.
Start out the week with a set of words (see your
textbook series) and cover these words EVERY
DAY
Af the end of the week, have the class “observe”
as a word is added fo the Word wall
Consider playing @ game where you and the
students can review words that have been rlaced
on the Word Wall in previous weeks
TIP 1. Did you ever see Word Walls where the words are
cuf aut fallowing their shape? This is for a GRCAT reason!
Some studertts learn fo recognize words by their shape

TIP 2: Do your students have frouble find the words? “It’s
under ‘s “No, the ofher one” Under each letter, make
each word a different color. Then you can say “If starts
with s and is orange”

Here is a free site that alows you fo generate Word Wall
cards (draw lines around fo give them “shape”)
http//www .scholastic.cor/teacher/word-workshop/

INTEGRATE WITH SPELLING

In the early grades, spelling lisfs go hand in hand with the
weekly phonics lesson Jou may want fo fry adding in & couple
of sight words fo that lisf. Our Kindergarten sfudents
currently do nof have “speling fests” but you may want to plan
“sight waord tests” instead. Start with just a 2-3 words. If
students have dfficulfies, keep the list limited to just a few
simple words. If is also a great idea to dif ferentiate your
lisfs

PERSONAL WORD WALLS OR POCKET DICTIONARIES
Word Walls are greaf but they can be limifing. Sfudents can
have a hard fime seeing the Wall or have frouble
transferring what they see info their writing. Combine your
Word Wall with the use of “Personal Word Walls” These
can be made by simply taking a file folder, prinfing ouf a
recording sheet fo dlue info the folder, and letfing sfudents
write the weekly sight words as they learn them.

Mere is a link to a great Personal Word Wall prinfable
http//www 1plusIplusleq uals 1net/201%/07/personal-word-

wal-printables/
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THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!

The following sites have a TON of free apps for iPads.
hitp//iteach1folblogspot.com/201%/ 11/ ipad-apps-and-
activities-for-sight-word hfml?m=1

http//rachelktutoring com/blog/free-sight-word-apps/

['ve tested out most of these and my favorites are where
a sfudent hears the world and practices wrifing the sight
word. Jou may even want to send a list home with
sfudents. Parents would love fo have some specific apps
that could help their sfudents learn fo read




